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Thank you for your letier of 12 July in which you raise a number of concemns abaui
the resources available to the London Fire Brigade (LFB) to respond to major
incidents in the Capital,

The tragic evenls at Grenfe!l Tower which took place within wesks of the terror-
ralated attacks at London Bridge and Finsbury Park, as well as Manchaster Arena,
have shocked us all. Firs! and faremost our thoughts are with the victims, families
and friends who were affect=d by these lerible Incidents and the Gavernment stands
ready to help In any way possible to ensure ah victims' needs are mel.

| am exiremaly grateful to the emergency services who responded to these incidents
and | place greal value on the vital role they continue to play in keeping our
communities safa. As you are aware, in respect of tha Granfell Tower fire, the
Government is commiited to meeting the needs of those who responded to tha
incident and endured incredibly difficult scenss as well as those who are working
with the bergaved. The Prime Minister atlended the site of the disaster in parson lo
meet emergency servica and suppan workers at the earliest opporiunity, to ensure
that they had the resources and suppart needed lo undertake thelr work after
tackling the fire.

You ask for an increass in grant funding to the Greater London Authority (GLA)
lowards LF8 resources in light of the impact of the recent tragic events on
emergency service demand. However, the amount of funding provided to LFB for
undariaking fire and rescue services across the Capital is, of course, a matter for you
as the Mayor of London In conjunetion with the London Fire Commissioner and the
London Fire and Emergency Planning Autharity. The GLA is responsible for making
decisions on how resource funding (from central government grant, locally retained
business rates, and council tax) is allocated to the senvicos thal they provide,
including fire and rescue. Core spending for the GLA has already Increased by 2.1
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percanl in year 2017-18 , and will rise by another 7.1 percent in cash terms by 2020
Over the last 5 years, GLA's unringfenced resenves jncreased by £1.3bn.

I trust that you will ensure LFB continue to have the resources they need for
frefighters to carry out their vita) work.

The Lord Hariis Review concluded that London's levels of preparedness for tackling
Marauding Terrorist Firearms Attacks (MTFA) are gaod, and better than they ever
hawve been, and the right responsa would be delivered in the event of an attack.
Whitst this yaar's attacks i London and Manchester highiight the continuing threat
we face from termorism, our emergency services' response to each of thase ferrible
evenis was fast and effective. LLFB have a full capability {o respond fo {errorist
incidents with trained personnal who can oparate in higher risk environments.

Nevertheless, the Home Office Is uplifting the spacialist MTFA Fire and Rescue
Service capatility across the country to enable a fasier and even more effective
response, including in LFB. London is seeing an increase in Hame Office funding to
double the current capability. As par of our £144m nvestment in armed policing,
there wl also be an additiona! 1,000 armed officers by the end of 2018. Tha fist
phase of the amed uplift ks already complate. with an extra 43 Armed Response
Vehicles and around 650 amed officers. The nex phasa - an increase in Counter
Terorism Specialist Firearms Officers - is expected to complete in 2018. The
number of arred response vehicles has more than doubled in London and amund a
quarter of the national Counter Terrorism Spedialist Firearms Officers capabidity will
also be based in the capital

Fubic safety Is paramount for this Government, which is why we are increasing
invesiment in our emergency response. It is however the responslbility of each fire
and rescue avthority to manage thelr rasourcas including slaff across prevention,
piotection and operational response 1o Jocal rsks.

On the issue of firefighters’ pay, the Govemment has no role in the pay negotiation
process. It is e responsibility of the National Joint Council to consider whal pay

awardis appropriate taking nilo account views of alf 45 fire and rescue authorities in
England | uncersiand thal negotiations are ongolng.
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